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	Mobile
	

	Email
	


Questions for Discussion at Indigenous Consultation Workshops
The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) has commissioned the VACL (Victorian Aboriginal Corporation for Languages Inc) to conduct a community consultation on the teaching of Aboriginal Languages in Victorian schools for levels Prep to Year 10.  There is a proposal to write a set of standards for Aboriginal Revival Languages, for Prep through to 10 (VCE is already done).
VACL would like to know your thoughts and ideas about what should be included for the Aboriginal Revival Languages subject for P-10.

1) Do you think Aboriginal language should be taught at school from Prep to Year 10 levels?

	
	Yes
	
	No
	
	Not sure


If your response is ‘No’ please give your reasons below.

	

	

	

	


2) Which Aboriginal language or languages would you choose to be taught at your local school?

	
	Victorian Aboriginal Languages
	
	Please list your own/family/local Language


	
	Your own / family Aboriginal Language
	
	_________________________________

	
	
	
	

	
	The Local Language in the Area you live in
	
	_________________________________


	
	Other Aboriginal Languages – Please List


	
	_________________________________
	
	_________________________________

	
	
	
	

	
	_________________________________
	
	_________________________________


The following is an outline of some topics that have been taught at the VCE level:

	· learning language

· names of kinship

· body parts

· grammar and sentence structure
· skills for language reclamation
	· stories about country

· Learning and speaking about country

· language names for places in people’s country

· learning about Aboriginal art, music and dance


3) What would you like your children to learn if you agree to them participating in an Aboriginal language subject from Prep to Year 10?
	
	VCE Aboriginal Language Program
	
	


	
	Learning Language
	
	Language names for places on Country

	
	
	

	
	Names of Kinship
	
	Learning about Aboriginal art, music and dance

	
	
	
	

	
	Naming of body parts
	
	Skills for Language Reclamation

	
	
	
	

	
	Stories about Country
	
	Grammar and sentence structure

	
	
	
	

	
	Learning and Speaking about Country
	
	


Other Subjects/Topics – please list
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


4) How should the Aboriginal language be taught in schools?  For example: songs, games, role-plays, grammar, computer-based activities, comparisons with other Aboriginal Languages (at Years 9 and 10)?
	

	

	

	

	

	


5) All learning of language and knowledge will be delivered in consultation with the Koorie community.  How do you think this should be done?

	

	

	

	

	

	


6) What type of supports should be in place to successfully and effectively teach Aboriginal language to each of the different age groups - from Prep to Year 10?

	

	

	

	

	


7) If you agree, that Aboriginal languages should be taught from Prep to Year 10, who do you think should be teaching the Aboriginal languages?

	
	Aboriginal people from the local area
	
	Existing Teaching Staff

	
	
	
	

	
	A specialist Aboriginal Language person (VACL)
	
	Specialist Teaching Staff

	
	
	
	

	
	A language team with a combination of the above
	
	Other


	

	

	

	

	


8) Should all languages be taught by the Aboriginal community and Elders with the school class teacher like the approach used at Woolum Bellum in Morwell and other Schools currently teaching Aboriginal languages at the VCE level?

	
	Yes
	
	No
	
	Not sure


	

	

	

	

	


9) Who do you think should be learning Aboriginal languages?
	
	Koorie kids only
	
	Both Koorie and non-Koorie kids together

	
	
	
	

	
	All interested kids
	
	Other


	Please comment:

	

	


10) Who would you suggest should be invited to participate in the language team to develop and deliver the language in your school?

	

	

	

	


11) What aspects of the Aboriginal language would you like your children to learn first?

	

	

	

	


12) What would you expect your children to have learnt by the end of primary school and the end of Year 10?

	

	

	


13) What would be the best way to promote this program in your community when it starts in your area and school/s?
	
	Brochures & Pamphlets
	
	LAECGs and Koorie Educators

	
	
	
	

	
	School Newsletter
	
	On the Radio

	
	By email to you
	
	Local Aboriginal Organisation

	
	
	
	

	
	By mail to you
	
	All of the above


Other Comments you would like to make that have not been covered by these questions.
	

	

	

	


Thank you for your time and comments
You can email your response directly to Karen Milward at:

kmilward@optusnet.com.au     Karen’s Mobile:  0407 867 863
or via mail to:  PO Box 3158, The Pines, Doncaster East Vic 3109
or by fax: 03) 9841 6442
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