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BEING KEPT ALIVE

Gippsland was the first region in Victoria
to offer an Indigenous language at
secondary level and is now providing
Victorian Indigenous language as a
recognized Victorian Certificate of
Education subject.

The Indigenous Languages of Victoria:
Revival and Reclamation Pathway
Subject, allows for schools and other
education providers to teach one or
more of Victoria’s Indigenous languages
for study within the VCE. The subject
is run in conjunction with members
of the relevantlanguage community
and includes the study of location
and interpretation of historical records
related to the target language. Students
are also encouraged to use the Indigenous
language in contemporary settings,
both inand beyond the classroom.

Latrobe’s Koorie Liaison Officer, Leonie
Solomon-Green, said that the teaching
of an Indigenous language haslong
beenrequested by Aboriginal people
across Victoria as it provides an
opportunity for Indigenous students
to participate in a language program
that reflects their own culture.

Greg, Renee, Kayleen,Lola, Rex Solomon (Teacher), Lyn Dent (Languages Advisor), Aarron,
Doris Paton (Languages Advisor), Chris and Linda from the Woolum Bellum KODE School

“For Indigenous people, language
isinextricably linked to cultural and
spiritual identity and, whether it is
through song, story telling or folk
lore, language holds the key to our
people’s history. Recognition of
languages will help retain and restore
pride and self-esteem within Indigenous
culture, and it will also boost
determination to preserve the Indigenous
languages for the future generations,”

Leonie said.

Latrobe’s Woolum Bellum KODE School
P-12, which is linked to Kurnai College,
has taught an Indigenous language
since itopenedin 1995. The Indigenous
Language Program is the joint
responsibility of the school and the
local community, and Elders also
participate in the program.

The Introduction of the Indigenous
language subject at Woolum Bellum
KODE School demonstrates willingness
within Latrobe to protect Indigenous
languages and to increase awareness
of the importance of language within
the local Indigenous community.
Continued Next Page
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Latrobe City has made a further effort to
preserve Indigenous languages by including
the Indigenous phrases ‘Wunman njinde’ (Hello
and Welcome) and ‘Yarrabee’ (Goodbye)
on the signs coming into and going out of
Latrobe City. These signs have been read
and acknowledged by thousands of people
who drive through the municipality, and this
also helpsto keep the Indigenous language
alive in the local area,” Leonie said.

“Through the Revival and Reclamation subject
students will make connections between language
restoration and cultural identity. They will
observe the parallels that exist between the
targetlanguage and other Australian Indigenous
languages, which will help them to appreciate
language as a system and also understand
therole of the target language in contemporary

society.
M

“This subjectis extremely important as
many Aboriginal adults have stopped
speaking their traditional language with
their children, and instead only speak English.
The Revival and Reclamation subject will
guarantee that Indigenous languages, and
hence Indigenous culture, will continue
to be passed onto our children, and our
children’s children,” Leonie said.

The Indigenous Language Program has
received support from Victorian Aboriginal
Corporation for Languages (VACL); Victorian
Aboriginal Education Association Inc. (VAEAI);
the Ministerial Council on Education
Employment, Training and Youth Affairs
(MCEETYA); and the Federation of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Languages (FATSIL).

Exert from the Latrobe City Link, Issue 29, July 2004
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Mr John Atkinson

Hello and welcome to the October edition
of the VACL newsletter. | have been very
pleased with VACL’s progress,as we have
moved from strength to strength with our
community language programs and the
employment of our IndigenousCommunity
Linguist, Jeanie Bell. The operations and
development of VACL have no doubt been
enhanced through the expertise and passion
for languages that Jeanie Bell brings to her
position.

While VACL has been maintaining their
research throughout Victoria, we have also
been conducting information days and
workshops that are targeting and involving
the community. VACL is now emphasising
the importance of returning to the basics
of teaching languages to our children,
our children are the key to the revival and
reclamation of our language.

We are also privileged to have FATSIL
situated at the Koorie Heritage Trust now.
Having the national body for Indigenous
Languages within close proximity gives
VACL an awareness of broader issues
regarding Indigenous languages of Australia.
VACL is now looking forward to the future
and the growth of the Indigenous Languages
as an accredited subject.



New Faces @ VACL

Jeanie Bell

Jeanie Bell, who is a Dulingbara/Jagera
person from SE Queensland, joined the
staff of VACL on the 30" May, 2004. She
isworking as the linguist/researcher and
is available to give the community language
programs any supportthey may need in
these areas. She is also available to
help any Aboriginal community members
or people from the general community with
any enquiries they may have regarding
languages or related information.

Jeanie has mostrecently been working
with her own community in Harvey Bay,
SE Queensland on the Butchulla language
program. This program has been operating
for 4 years with afocus on language revival
and language renewal, similar to the language
programs in Victoria. Jeanie has been
involved in working with Aboriginal languages
for the past 23 years, including in Central
Australia and North Queensland, where
she co-ordinated and taughtcourses
in Indigenous Australian language studies
at the Tropical NQ Institute of TAFE inCairns.

Carli Wendt

Jeanie is the elected representative for
linguistics on the Research Committee
at the Australian Institute for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Studies in Canberra,
and has a Masters degree in Linguistics
from the University of Melbourne. She
is happy to be working at VACL and looks
forward to meeting community members
involved or interested in language revival
and maintenance.
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Jeanie Bell
Carli Wendt

Carli began work here in April as the
administration assistant. Carliis employed
at VACL in a casual capacity while she
isundertaking a Bachelor of Nursing
at the Institute of Koorie Education.
Carli is a Gunditjmara person and was
bornin Melbourne and since leaving high
school has done a lot oftraveling doing
seasonal work along the Queensland
Coast. Carliis enjoying her time at VACL
and has learnt so much already about
Indigenous languages of Victoria.



Community
Language
Program
Profiles

Daungwurrung
Language

Program

Currently the Daungwurrung Language
Programisfinalising the Taungurung
word list with the assistance
of VACL’s linguist, Jeanie Bell.
| am pleased to say that this is
nearing its final stages.

The program will be developing
numerous educational and learning
tools for the Taungurung people
torevive their language.

Such toolsinclude the: Development
of Educational Tools (A goal
of the program and Taungurung
peopleisto develop interactive
tools so that they can learn their
language attheir own pace.) Translating
Taungurung creation stories.
The development of a language
book, which includes: Environment,
Fauna & Flora, Tools, Utensils,
Rivers and Place names.
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Judy Monk

With assistance of Jeanie Bell
a couple of young Taungurung
women are going to train in speaking
the language. They will be recorded,
ensuring that we have audio tools.
As a result these women will
be able to educate Taungurung
children. This will ensure that
we do not lose our language and
it will be retained.

Taungurung Clans Aboriginal
Corporation (TCAC) has a volunteer
who is developing bush medicine
& foods gathered from country
and | will be assisting her in the
translations when required. As
part of TCAC community building
the program attends all cultural
events TCAC run and there is
always a componentinthe program
forlanguage and language updates.

Judy Monk



Wwathaurong
Interactive CD

Over 2 consecutive
cold, blustery Sundays at
the end of June, a group
of 30 intrepid would be
actors from the Wathaurong
community made their way
to Koornoo (Barwon Heads
-onthe surfcoast south
of Geelong) to make a short
film. We employed a
talented young Aboriginal
Film Maker named Daniel
King tomake thefilm. Daniel
is originally fromthe Awabakal
(Newcastle) and Thungguti
(Kempsey) peoples. He has
been working in the film
and television industry
for the past 5 years, and
as a writer and director,
has produced 3 short films
and won several awards.
Working as Daniel’s assistant
was also a very talented
young Aboriginal man named
PJ, whois currently working
and travelling with The Lano
& Woodly Show as the
stage director. Both Daniel
and PJ were very professional
and lots of fun, and the
community really enjoyed
working with them.The film
was abouta community group
going to Koornoo on a camping
trip.The kids went looking
for shellfish on the reef with
the elders, boys went
spearfishing, Aunty Betty
went fishing for squid off
the pier, Aunty Zelda showed
the younger ones how to
make traditional baskets,
Aunty Kerry smoked some
eels, the dogs chased
seagulls, and of course there
were lots of cups of tea,
cooking on the open fire
and sitting around itsinging with
Uncle Richie and Aunty Lyn
on guitar and Uncle Rocky
on his mouth oraan

Community members around the fire.

Aunty Zelda making traditional baskets.

Bovs spearfishinog.

Everyone who was involved
in the making of the film
had a fantastic time. Itwas
areal community event with
people saying it was the best
2 days ever, despite being
down at Koornoo at 8am
on Sunday morning invery
cold and sometimes wet
and windy conditions!!!
The feeling of community
though, warmed everyone'’s
heart.The 8 minute film will form
the basis of aninteractive CD
ROM which is currently being
produced by acompany based
in Canberra called Multi Locus
Interactive.This CD, together
with teacher’s resources and
lesson plans willthenbe used as
atool for teaching Wathaurong
language. The projectplans
to capture the enthusiasm
of young Aboriginal people
for computers. The CD will
be a mixture of stories, exercises
and activities to encourage
students of all ages to learn
and practice speaking, reading
and listening skills in Wathaurong
language.

There are 7 other language
groups from around

Australia involved
in this project. They
are Arabana (Port
Augusta SA),

Adnyamathanha (Port
Augusta SA) Ngaanyatjarra
(Warburton-Warakurna
WA) Ngangumarta (Port
Hedland WA) Ngarinyman
(Katherine NT) Paakantji
(Wilcannia NSW) and

Palawa Kani (TAS)
We are now looking
forward to getting

the finished product,
and using it to help
teach Wathaurong
lanauaaoe to our communityv.



VCE Info Day

In September VACL
held a VCE Languages
Subject information day
for prospective schools
wishing to teach
Indigenous Languagese.
Uncle Sandy Atkinson
(VACL Chairperson)
opened the info day by
stressing the importance
of holding onto language
as inthe earlier days
language was gone
and best forgotten.

Uncle Sandy stated
that language needs
to be taught in the
early stages at
kindergarten to our
children to ensure its
survival. lan Luck (Woolum
Bellum KODE School)
gave an overview of
the language program
and a profile of the
amount of students
currently enrolled.

Rex Solomon the teacher
at the Woolum Bellum
KODE School talked about
the different approaches
he uses while teaching
language. Rex feels that
he is at the stage of
trialing ways to teach
language best to the
community.

Heather Bowe (Linguist
from from Monash
University) gave an
overview of the Australian
Indigenous Languages
Book developed by
the South Australian Board
of Studies. This book
is also now available
from VACL. Heather also
conducted some games
aimed at teaching
language like 'heads,
shoulders, knees and
toes' with much hilarity
everyone joined in
together.

VACL's New Website

Page from website.

Heather Bowe
(Linguist Monash Univeristy)

Rex Solomon
(Woolum Bellum KODE School)

VACL's new website is up
andrunning, produced by VICNET
this website now gives opportunity
forusersto submit online language
gueriesand providesinformation
on all programs run through
VACL. Itisan excellentresource
for the public and the easiest
way tofind outaboutthe operations
of VACL.

You can visit this wesite via:

www .vaclang.org.au



Yarra Valley
Workshop

VACL held a workshop over three
days in June at the Yarra Valley
Conference Centre. The attendees
were staff from Victorian Curriculum
Assessment Authority (VCAA),
Department of Education and Training
(DET), Heather Bowe (Linguist, Monash
University), VACL Community Language
Programs (CLP), VACL Committee
Members and staff. Day two of the
conference Lynne Solomon-Dent
gave aninteractive session onlinguistics,
which gave the CLP’s the opportunity
to ask questions about the complexity
the languages they are reviving.
The workshop was an excellent
opportunity for the CLP’s from around
the state to meet and share their
experiences with their language
programs. Each CLP gave a presentation
to the group on their programs giving
examples of learning tools produced.
Lynne Solomon-Dent from Ganai
Language Program showed the soft
toys and picture books they use
toteach theirlanguage in kindergartens
and schools.

Kayleen, Lynne Solomon- Dent, Rex Solomon
and Maree Dellora (VCAA).

Particpants joining in on a game aimed at teaching
students body part names in Ganai.

Denise Charles and Bruce Pascoe
from the Wathuarong Language Program
talked about the up and coming CD-
ROM that they have been funded to
produce that will become a very useful
learning tool for their community.
The other programs shared their own
learning experiences and stories that
they have encountered along the way
to reviving their own languages. Heather
Bowe from Monash University spoke
about phoenetics and the evolution
of language and how new words have
and can be created.

Toby Heydon presented a session on
how to access information inits primary
source, he demystified the confusion
over what is available and how to
attainit. Toby explained the processes
involved when wanting to get material
from such places as the State Library
and the Public Records Office, etc.
Knowing the processes involvedis
especially important when coming from
a country area as quite often these
institutions require a couple of days
notice to retrieve the information you
require. Everyone had a great day
andtook the opportunity to make important
links and share knowledge on language
revival.



FATSIL Relocation

InMay thisyear the Federation
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Languages (FATSIL)
relocated from their Sydney
office to the Koorie Heritage
Trust. VACL sees the vast
opportunities of having the
national organisation in the
same building and is looking
forward to working so closely
together.

Staff contacts:

VACL

295 King Street

Melbourne 3000

Tel: 0396003811

Fax: 0396004277

Email: vacl@vaclang.org.au

Paul Paton
Manager
Email:ppaton@vaclang.org.au

Jeanie Bell
Community Linguist
Email:jbell@vaclang.org.au

Toby Heydon
Research
Email:theydon@vaclang.org.au

Sone McKendry
Bookkeeper

Email:smckendry@vaclang.org.au

Carli Wendt
Administration Assistant
Email:cwendt@vaclang.org.au

ATSIS - D.C.I.T.A.

Under new Indigenous
affairs arrangementsintroduced
by the Australian Government,
the Indigenous Programs
were transferred from Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Services
(ATSIS) tovarious government
departments.

From 1 July 2004, DCITA (Dept
of Communications, Information,
Technology & the Arts) has
taken responsibility for four
new Indigenous programs.
Language is now managed by
DCITAunder the “Maintenance
of Indigenous Languages and
Records (MILR) Program.”

Membership

VACL is trying toincrease its
members and spread the
awareness of Indigenous
Languages. Membership of
VACL is open to people of
Victorian Aboriginal decent
who have an interest inindigenous
languages. To become a member
of VACL visit the website:
www.vaclang.org.au

and download an on-line
membership application form
and send itinto:

VACL @
295 King Street,
Melbourne 3000.



