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VACL
Newsletter
 Returns !

295  K ing  S t  Me lbou r ne  V ic  3000  Ph :  03  9600  3811   Fax :  03  9600  4277

V A C L
R E L O C A T I O N
I n  May  2003  VACL re l oca ted  f r om
its Northcote premises to the Koorie
H e r i ta g e  Tr u s t ,   2 9 5  K i n g  St r e e t ,
Melbourne. The new premises being
i n  a  cen t r a l  l o ca t i on  makes  VACL
more access ib le  to  the communi ty,
i t  a lso enables VACL to  expand the
l i b ra r y  w i t h  t he  ex t r a   space  now
avai lab le .

New Faces  @VACL

Pau l   Pa ton  was  appo in ted  as   t he
Manager of  VACL as our  organisation
has been   without   a Project Off icer
o r   M a n a g e r   f o r  o v e r  1 2  m o n t h s .
Pau l   i s    Gana i    (Kurna i )  and   was
b o r n     i n  B a i r n s d a l e    b u t     h a s
l i ved  i n    Me lbou rne  s i nce     h i gh
schoo l  and  wo rked  i n  t he   pub l i c
sector for over 7 years. Paul believes
tha t  l anguage  i s   t he  hea r t  o f  ou r
cu l tu re ;  i t  i s   used  to     t e l l  s to r ies ,
t o   commun i ca te    and   t o   i den t i f y
ourselves.

In  December  2003,  VACL appo in ted  a  new Manager  to  oversee   the
running of   the organisat ion and to provide support  to the Communi ty
Language  Programs.

    Paul  Paton
VACL Manager

           �  � VACL NEWS Page  1    �  �



I t  i s  w i t h  g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  t h a t  I  h a v e
accepted  the  inv i ta t ion  to  come back
to  VACL t o  wo rk  on  a  new   p ro j ec t ,
generously funded by ATSIC, involving
the t ranscr ip t ion o f  the papers ,  notes
and correspondence of  William Thomas,
collectively known as The Thomas Papers.
The  o r i g ina l  manusc r ip t s  a re  he ld  i n
the  M i t che l l  L ib ra ry,  Sydney,  and  we
h a v e  a  c o m p l e t e  c o p y  o f   t h e m    o n
microf i lm,  in  to ta l ,  23 ro l ls .
The   va l ue   o f   t h i s   manusc r i p t   i s
extraordinary,  as Wi l l iam Thomas was
one o f  the  f i rs t  ‘Ass is tan t  Pro tec tors ’
employed by the Port Phil l ip Aboriginal
Protec tora te  (1839 –  1851) ,  and then
as  ‘Gua rd ian ’  un t i l  t he  1860s .  Wh i l e
most of Thomas’ work was concentrated
in   that   par t   o f    V ic tor ia  east   o f    the

Yar ra  R ive r  and  sou th  o f  the  Grea t
Dividing Range, he developed  strong
and  l as t i ng  wo rk i ng  and  pe rsona l
re la t ionsh ips  w i th  many Abor ig ina l
peop le  f rom ac ross  sou th -eas te rn
A u s t r a l i a .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  h i s  pa p e r s
contain a vast and priceless collection
o f  ma te r i a l  t ha t  r evea l  a  l o t  abou t
t he  l anguages ,  cus toms  and  da i l y
l i fe  o f  Abor ig ina l  peop le  dur ing  the
contact  era .  The pro jec t  sets  out  to
transcribe  all of this manuscript onto
a d ig i ta l  f i le  form,  a  format  that  can
be reproduced ei ther as a CD-ROM,
with all  the attendant bells and whistles,
or  pr in ted out  as  a  pub l ica t ion .   We
hope to  complete the pro ject  wi th in
12 months.

Toby  Heydon

W i l l i a m  T h o m a s  P a p e r s
 T r a n s c r i p t i o n  P r o j e c t

Welcome to the May edition of the VACL
Newslet ter.  My name is John Atkinson
and I have been Chairperson here since
i t  was  i nco rpo ra ted  i n  1994 .  Du r i ng
my t ime here  as  Cha i r   I  have found i t
a rewarding  and challenging experience.
The VACL Governing Committee is made
up o f  o ld  f r iends  who share  the  same
aspirat ions  of    promoting  Indigenous
Languages  and  in  par t i cu la r  our  own
Vic to r ian  Languages .  In  an  a rea  tha t
sometimes takes time to show any results
our committee has never folded in regards
to i ts  v is ion for  the future.

Over  the las t  f i ve  months I  have been
thri l led with the appointment of our new
Manager,  Paul  Paton.  The Commit tee
i s  ve r y  p l eased  w i t h    h i s   va l uab le
contr ibut ion and feel  as though th ings
a re  mov ing  now a t  a  fas te r  pace .Our
new of f ice here at  the Koor ie Her i tage
Trust  br ings great  oppor tun i t ies  to  be

 apa r t   o f  much  b roade r  i s sues  i n
Abor ig ina l  a f fa i rs .  A l ready we have
two new Committee Members Mr Jason
Eades  and  Ms  Genev ieve  Gr i eves
who  w i l l  no  doub t  enhance  fu r t he r
opera t ions  o f  VACL.

W e  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  a  v e r y
exc i t i ng   yea r  ahead   t ha t  w i l l  be
h igh l ighted when the Federat ion o f
Aboriginal and Torres Strait  Islander
Languages (FATSIL) ,  re locate f rom
t h e i r  S y d n e y  O f f i c e  t o  t h e  K o o r i e
Heritage Trust. I look forward to future
ed i t ions o f  the VACL Newsle t ter.

CHAIRPERSONS

M r  John  A t k i nson
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V i c k i  C o u z e n s  s t a t e d  t h a t   " The  Con fe rence
was great ! !  Of  course,  Broome is beaut i fu l  and
we  we re  ve r y  l u cky  t o  a t t end .  Mee t i ng  o the r
de legates,  language workers  and loca l  e lders
was insp i r ing  and mot iva t ing .  Shar ing  s tor ies
with other commnunities was the most interesting
and  the  pa in t ing  on  the  veranda  too . "

M r  P a t  D o d s o n  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e
p a r t i c i p a n t s .

 M s  V i c k i  C o u z e n s  c o n d u c t i n g
 l anguage  workshop .

ENDANGERED  LANGUAGES
CONFERENCE

I n  Sep tembe r  2003 ,  VACL suppo r t ed  f ou r  r ep resen ta t i ves  ( L i sa
Arno ld ,  Do r i s  Pa ton ,  V i ck i  Couzens  and  B ruce  Pascoe )  t o  a t t end
the International   Language Conference in Broome, Western Australia.
The conference, organised by the Foundation of Endangered Languages,
gave participants a chance to learn about the state of various languages
around  the  g lobe  inc lud ing  those  be long ing  to  Abor ig ina l  peop le .
‘Ma in ta in ing  the  l i nks  w i th  l anguage ,  i den t i t y  and  the  l and ’     was
the  t heme  o f  t h i s  yea r ’s  con fe rence .  The  Counc i l  f o r  Abo r i g i na l
Reconc i l i a t i on  f o rmer  cha i rman ,  Mr.  Pa t  Dodson ,  add ressed  t he
conference say ing that  “ there  is  a  need for  access to  more fund ing
so  we can  work  on  keep ing  our  languages .We need to  suppor t  our
in te rp re te rs  and  we  need  those  peop le  to  be  in  the  cour ts  he lp ing
other  Abor ig ina l  peop le” .

 Mr. Pat Dodson also expressed that the pol i t ics
o f  l anguage  goes  to  the  hear t  o f  co lon isa t ion
and that seeks to destroy  language and replace
them with another language system to assimilate
Abor ig ina l  peop le  and i f   the  suppor t  does not
come in the next couple of years, more languages
wi l l  be lost .

The conference gave people a chance to s tate
what  language means  to them, Kimberley Language
Resource Centre chairwomen June Oscar expressed

“You can  communica te  your  fee l ings  in  a  way
you  can ' t  i n  Eng l i sh ,  you  can  rea l l y  h i t  th ings
on the head, you can feel and understand what’s
being sa id to  you.  When we’ re us ing language
in  our  count ry,  we fee l  tha t  count ry ’s  l i s tened
to  th is  language f rom  the    beg inn ing  o f  t ime.
I ’m  happy  and  p roud  t o  have  t he  chance  t o
do  tha t ;  i t s  d i f f e ren t  f rom eve ry th ing  e l se  we
do wi th the rest  of  the wor ld. ”
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C o mm u n i t y  L a n g u a g e
W a t h a u r o n gW a t h a u r o n gW a t h a u r o n gW a t h a u r o n gW a t h a u r o n g
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The Wathaurong Language Program
has been in progress now since March
1998 .  Suz i e  Coa tes   was  t he  f i r s t
Language Worker with Bruce Pascoe
tak i ng    ove r  t he  pos i t i on  i n  June
1999 in a part  t ime capaci ty.   Denise
Charles joined   the Language Program
in September  2003,  work ing 2  days
per  week.  We   have a lso  employed
a  l i ngu i s t ,  Sha rn th i  P i l l a y    who  i s
based   i n  Me lbou rne ,  t o  wo rk  w i t h
us .  We have  an  o f f i ce  based  a t  the
Wa t h a u r o n g   C o - o p ,  b u t  l a t e r  t h i s
yea r  we     w i l l  be  re loca t i ng    t o  t he
Wathaurong Education Centre so  the

Den i se  and  B ruce  we re  i nv i t ed  t o
attend  an  Aboriginal  language    planning
workshop  in    Adelaide  from November
24 th -27 th ,  2003 .  De lega tes  came
f r o m    a l l   a r o u n d    A u s t r a l i a  a n d
represented   eight language groups.
S i x  o f   t he  l anguage  g roups  we re
already involved in the planning and
des ign  o f  a  mu l t i  med ia  p ro jec t  t o
produce  CD Rom's, teachers' resources
and  l esson  p l ans  t o   suppo r t   t he
t e a c h i n g    o f    t h e i r    l a n g u a g e s .
Wa thau rong  and   Pa lawa     Kan i
(Tasman ia )  we re  i nv i t ed  a l ong  as
observers .  The pr imary purpose of

S ince then an enormous amount   o f
i n f o rma t i on   has  been    unea r t hed
bybo th  Suz ie  and  B ruce ,  so  t oday
w e   h a v e  a   l i s t  o f    a r o u n d 7 , 0 0 0
Wathaurong words, including    many
sen tences ,  p lace  names ,  p rope r t y
names and the  names of indigenous
and non indigenous people f rom the
contact period of Geelong from 1835
onwards .   Resea rch  i n t o    t he  r e -
d i s c o v e r y  o f  Wa t h a u r o n g     w o r d s
cou ld  go  on      i nde f i n i t e l y,  as  we
are  constant ly f inding new material .

T h a t  w a s  g r e a t  n e w s    f o r  u s ,  a s
the project     cost    is  approximately
$80,000 per community. The project
invo lves  wr i t i ng     and  p roduc ing  a
s h o r t  f i l m     i n v o l v i n g   c o m m u n i t y
members     speak ing   Wathaurong
language ;  t h i s  w i l l  f o rm  the  bas i s
o f  t h e  C D  R o m .    A  s e r i e s  o f  1 0
l ea rn i ng  modu les    w i l l  t hen    be
ex t rac ted  f rom the  f i lm  and  pu t  on
t o  t h e  C D  R o m .  W e   a r e   l o o k i n g
fo rward  to  an  exc i t i ng  yea r  ahead
develop i th is   huge pro ject .
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we  can  network   more efficiently
w i t h  t he  Koo r i e  Educa t i on
w o r k e r s .  O r i g i n a l l y      t h e
language       research  began
with     the 2,000   Wathaurong
w o r d  l i s t     c o m p i l e d    b y
Professor  Barry     B lake (La
Trobe  Un ive rs i t y   L ingu is t )
and a lso  words       compi led
b y     S u e    F e r r i e r   ( A u t h o r
of    Wathaurong   Medicines). Bruce  Pascoe

th is  type  o f    teach ing  a id  i s
the   preservation     of  language
by     p rov i d i ng    compu te r
based   l ea rn i ng  r esou rces
h o p i n g      t o   c a p t u r e   t h e
enthusiasm   of     young    Aboriginal
people .   I t     was announced
t o w a r d s   t h e    e n d  o f   t  h e
workshops,  that     Wathaurong
a  nd  Pa lawa Kan i  wou ld   be
inc luded in  the pro ject  .



 P r o g r a m  P r o f i l e s

G a n a i  Y
i r r u k -

T i n n o r  
L a n g u a g

e

P r o g r a m

B a i r n s d
a l e

T h i s  y e a r  t h e  p r o g r a m  c o n t i n u e s  t o
deve lop  and  suppor t  l ea rn ing  Gana i
language in context at  preschools across
Gippsland. The pre- school assistants
w o r k     w i t h  c o m m u n i t y  t e a c h e r s  t o
p rov i de  a  l anguage  p rog ram  wh i ch
engages chi ldren in cul tural  act iv i t ies
using language. The program continues
to  g row  and  many  o f  t he  commun i t y
teachers follow their pre-school children
to primary school to continue the program.

Most ly  th is  year  the  p rogram focus
is to support  and assist    to implement
the  VCE Ind igenous  Languages  o f
V i c t o r i a   a t  W o o l u m  B e l l u m  K O D E
school ,  Morwel l  for  VCAL students.
This  subject  is  being p i lo ted for  the
first  time and students will  participate
in the process of  revival and reclamation
of   a Victor ian  Indigenous language
o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e     t o  t h e m s e l v e s  o r
to their  local  area.  The program wi l l
a l so  be  ass i s t i ng   t o  imp lemen t  a
language program in conjunction   with
parents and community at  754 Primary
Schoo l  a t  Ba i r nsda le .  An  exc i t i ng
project this year will be the production
o f  s t o r y  books  i n  Gana i  l anguage
for use by  schools, families and community.
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Above:  L isa  Arno ld

Waywurru  Dhudhuroa
Language  P rogram

W o d o n g a

A s  a  r e s u l t   o f  f u n d i n g  f r o m  AT S I S
through the “Endangered Language
Funding”, the Waywurru /  Dhudhuroa
Language program based in Wodonga
wil l see the production  of a Waywurru
and Dhudhuroa   dictionary to be finished
hopeful ly  in 12 months.
The  p rogram has  engaged  l i ngu is t ,
Christina Eira, to undertake the analysis
of the col lected material and produce
a  repo r t  on  he r  f i nd ings .  A mee t i ng
was held in late March with community
r ep r esen ta t i ves  i n   Wodonga   t ha t
mainly covered   topics such as r ights
to language  use, land and language,
copyr igh t  and  In te l lec tua l  P roper ty
and  some o ther   assoc ia ted  top ics .
L i sa  and  Ch r i s t i na   d i d  a  sess i on
showing  what  can be done with language
materials and got everyone to participate
in  a  sho r t  t ask  ask ing  them to  wr i t e
down the word for pelican after hearing
the loca l  word be ing spoken.

T h e   r e s u l t s     s h o w e d  h o w  m a n y
poss ib i l i t i es  there  a re  fo r  ‘ spe l l i ng
the sound’ after hearing it. The materials
as they are current ly  are wel l  on the
way to becoming a d ic t ionary which
shou ld  make  the  p ro jec t  re la t i ve l y
straightforward. So far, there are 1087
identi f ied Dhudhuroa words and 682
ident i f ied  Waywur ru  words .  Fu tu re
meetings are being planned, for more
i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n ta c t  VA C L o r  L i s a
Arnold at the  Waywurru / Dhudhuroa
Language Program.



This year the f i rst  accredited Indigenous language subject is being
p i lo ted  a t  Worowa Independent   Abor ig ina l  Co l lege.  Throughout
the development  o f  th is  pro ject  there was extens ive consul ta t ion
with Indigenous Communit ies,  wi th a posi t ive response f rom each
Victor ian language region.  This  s tudy is  par t  o f  a  broader  act iv i ty
under taken par t icu lar ly  by  V ic tor ia ’s  Ind igenous communi t ies  to
rev i ve  the i r  he r i t age  l anguages .  The  I nd igenous  Languages  o f
V i c t o r i a :  Rev i va l  and  Rec lama t i on  s t udy  enab les  schoo l s  and
o ther  p rov ide rs  to  ta rge t  one  o r  more  Ind igenous  languages  fo r
study within the VCE, in consul tat ion with members of  the relevant
language communi ty.

Students  are  encouraged to  th ink
abou t   t he  connec t i ons   be tween
language retr ieval and Indigenous
soc ia l  j u s t i ce  and  equ i t y  as  we l l
as  make    connec t i ons   be tween
language recovery, cultural restoration
and    g roup / i nd i v i dua l    i den t i t y.
Students  are  ab le  to  u t i l i se  VACL
for research purposes. The subject
wi l l  be pi loted this year at the Year
11 level  only.

Th is  p ro jec t  was  a  jo in t  i n i t i a t i ve
of VACL and the Victorian Curriculum
and Assessment Authority (VCAA),
Koor ie  Educa t ion  St ra tegy  Team
(KEST),  Department of  Educat ion
and  Tra i n i ng   and   t he  V i c t o r i an
Abor ig ina l  Educat ion Associat ion
Inc.  (VAEAI) .

The work shown above represents Victorian
Indigenous Language regions and clan
groups,  and were created  by students
o f  Worawa  Co l l ege  as  pa r t  o f  t he i r
VCE a r t  and  l anguage  s tud ies .

“V i c to r i an  I nd igenous  cu l t u res  a re  i nex t r i cab l y  connec ted  t o  V i c to r i an
Ind i genous  l anguages .  Rev i v i ng  and  ma in ta i n i ng  l anguage  i s  co re  t o
rev iv ing cu l tura l  and sp i r i tua l  pract ices.  Ind igenous ancest ra l  languages
upho ld  and  re i n f o r ce  I nd i genous  wo r l dv i ews  he ld  i n  t r us t  by  p rev i ous
genera t ions . ”

E
D
U
C
A
T
IO

N INDIGENOUS
LANGUAGES

OF  VICTORIA -
REVIVAL    AND
RECLAMATION

(Exce r t  f r om VCE Study  Des ign )
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FATSIL   AGM

Publ ica t ions are  now ava i lab le  a t
Koor ie     Her i tage  Trust :
295 K ing St reet ,  Melbourne 3000
or  a l ternat ive ly  order   forms are
ava i lab le  on our  webs i te :
www.vac lang.org .au

To order  pub l icat ions contact :
Victor ian Abor ig ina l  Corporat ion
for  Languages
295 K ing St reet  Melbourne 3000
Ph:  03  96003811
Fax :  03  96004277
Emai l :  vac l@vaclang.org.au

VACL st i l l  has numerous copies of  the
Dictionary of Aboriginal  Placenames
of Victor ia avai lab le.  The Dic t ionary
of    Aboriginal Placenames of Victor ia
and its CD-Rom companion,  Database
of Aborigin al  Placenames     of Victoria
are the product  o f    three years    work
by  h is tor ica l    geographers  Dr  Ian  D.
Clark and Toby Heydon, and represent
the most extensive Victorian dictionary
and database o f  the i r  k ind .

VACL  PUBLICATIONS

        The  Fede ra t i on  o f  Abo r i g i na l  and  To r res  St ra i t  I s l ande r  Languages
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VACL has  ma in ta i ned  suppo r t   f o r
FATSIL at the national level by attending
all FATSIL meetings. The FATSIL AGM
was held on February 12th and 13th
here in Melbourne at Rydges, Carlton.
T h e  f o r u m  f o c u s  f o r  t h i s  y e a r  w a s
on  You th  Language  &  Educa t ion .  A
record number of  people f rom every
State and Territory attended this year ’s
f o r u m   i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  FAT S I L’s
achievements.
The forum was open and closed with
a  song by  a  four -person de legat ion
from the Maori Language Commission-
Te Taura Whir i  I  te  Re.

The min is te r  fo r  Abor ig ina l  A ffa i rs
Gav in  Jenn ings    exp ressed    h i s
government’s support for Indigenous
cu l tura l  programs and has opened
t h e  w a y   f o r  t h e  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  a
Victorian Aboriginal Languages Policy,
wh i ch  w i l l  be  i n i t i a t ed     t h rough
fur ther  d iscuss ion.
Geraldine Rose ‘Yamuk’ Briggs was
honored wi th the inaugural  FATSIL
Language    Ach ievemen t   Awa rd ,
which was accepted by her daughter
Ma rga re t  Dha ru l  W i r r panda    and
her grand-daughter  Aretha Br iggs.Above :  Aun t y  Ge ra ld i ne  Rose

'Yamuk' Briggs accepting award.

From Lef t :  Anna Coveos (VCAA) ,  Are tha
Br iggs ,  Margare t  Dharu l  Wi r rpanda  and
Heather Bowe (Linguist Monash University).



The  VACL Commi t t ee  and  Sta f f  wou ld  l i ke  t o
farewel l  Mrs Lynne Dent  and Ms J i l l  Gal lagher.
They both made signi f icant contr ibut ions to the
success of VACL during there time  as committee
members and we wish them wel l  for  their  future
endeavors.
The VACL commi t tee and s ta ff  would   a lso  l i ke
to  take  th i s  oppo r tun i t y  t o  we lcome Mr  Jason
Eades and Ms Genev ieve Gr ieves to  the VACL
Govern ing Commit tee.

CHANGES  TO THE
VACL  COMMITTEE

Mr John Atk inson
Chai rperson

Mrs Dor is  Paton
Vice  Cha i rperson

Ms Vick i  Couzens
Secretary

Mr Jason Eades
Treasurer

Ms Genevieve Gr ieves
Publ ic  Off icer

Mr Bruce Pascoe
Commit tee  Member

Mr Herb Pat ten
Commit tee  Member

Mem b e r s  o f  t h e  V A C L
G o v e r n i n g  C o mm i t t e e

Sta f f  con tac ts :

VA C L
295 K ing  St ree t
Melbourne 3000
Te l :   03  96003811
Fax :  03  96004277
Emai l :  vac l@vaclang.org.au

Paul  Paton
Manager
Emai l :  ppaton@vaclang.org.au

Jean ie  Be l l
Communi ty  L inguis t
Emai l :   jbe l l@vaclang.org.au

Toby Heydon
Research
Emai l :   theydon@vaclang.org.au

Sone McKendry
Bookkeeper
Emai l :   smckendry@vaclang.org.au

Car l i  Wendt
Admin is t ra t ion  Ass is tan t
Emai l :   cwendt@vaclang.org.au
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